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What is Redistricting?

• Redistricting is the process by which the boundaries of elective districts
(e.g., single-member districts) are periodically redrawn in response to
changes in population.
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Why?

• Texas Education Code Section 11.052(i) requires a school board to re-
divide single member districts “if the census data indicates that the
population of the most populous district exceeds the population of the
least populous district by more than 10 percent.”
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When?

Not later than the 90th day before the date of the first regular trustee
election at which trustees may officially recognize and act on the last
preceding federal census, the board shall redivide the district into the
appropriate number of trustee districts if the census data indicates that the
population of the most populous district exceeds the population of the least
populous district by more than 10 percent.

Texas Education Code § 11.052(i).



5

When?...More Details

• Redistricting for May elections will first be implemented at the May 6, 2023 
election,  thus the Board must redistrict by February 5, 2023.

The candidacy filing 
period opens

January 18, 2023 

Deadline to Adopt a 
Plan

February 5, 2023
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What Has To Be Done?

Understand 
legal 

requirements 
and deadlines

Determine 
Redistricting 

Process

Determine 
trustee and 
community 

input 

Establish 
redistricting 

criteria 

Demographic 
analysis

Draw and 
redraw 

alternative 
plans

Public 
comment on 

plans
Adopt a plan
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Examples of Trustee and Community Input

• Board – board meetings, 
workshops, one-on-ones with the 
legal and demographic team, 
community meetings.  

• Public – board meetings, public 
hearings, community task force, 
townhalls, SMD-specific 
community meetings, 
redistricting website, interactive 
maps, educational videos for the 
website, and surveys.
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Redistricting Process

• First, the Board should be thoroughly 
briefed on the legal requirements and 
deadlines. 

• The next step is to brief the Board on 
all relevant population and 
demographic data and their purpose 
in redistricting, including specifically:

• The District’s 2010 census data 
(“the benchmark”);

• The District’s 2020 census data; 
and

• Whether the requirement to 
redistrict has been triggered.  
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Redistricting Process

• Total population, voting age
population, citizen voting age
population, election precinct, and
registered voter election data
will be used to the extent
required and permitted by law to
analyze the differential between
the most and least populous
SMDs, equality of population
between SMDs, and
retrogression/vote dilution in
relation to the 2010 SMD plan.



10

Redistricting Process

• The Board, with the assistance of
legal counsel, should adopt
objective redistricting criteria
(i.e., “map drawing principles”)
that reflect the Board’s values. It
is against these criteria that
proposed redistricting maps will
be judged. Disagreements
between board members also
can be resolved using these
criteria.
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Redistricting Process

Board actively compares and discusses drafts of plan in terms of 
meeting criteria and makes final decision on this basis

Board receives trustee and community input

Board reviews written analysis of final plan which addresses how 
criteria met

Board adopts final plan
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Redistricting Timeline

Receive federal 
census data*

Aug 2021

Board receives 
Redistricting 

Legal Overview

May 2022

Meeting with Board 
and Trustees to 

determine 
redistricting goals and 

preferences

July 2022

Adoption of criteria, 
process & timeline

Demographer verifies 
current plan data; 

Presentation of 2020 
Census Data and 

Change Analysis to 
Board

June 2022

Approx. 4-6 board 
meetings, 

committee 
meetings or public 
hearings for input 

on specific draft 
plans (maps)

Aug-Oct 2022

Demographer 
drafts alternative 

plans based on 
Board /committee 
/community input

Aug-Oct 2022

Board reviews and 
compares draft 

plans (maps)

Aug-Oct 2022

Public hearing on  
draft plans (maps)

Nov 2022

Board adopts 
final plan (maps)

Nov 2022

First Day to File 
for Place on 

Ballot

Jan 18, 2023

Deadline to Adopt 
Redistricting Plan

Feb 5, 2023

Election Day

May 6, 2023
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Potential Criteria for Drawing SMDs

Total deviation between largest and smallest district at or within 10%

Near-equal population

Compact and contiguous

Avoid retrogression of minority voting rights

Easily identifiable boundaries when possible

Preserve incumbent-constituency relations

Maintain communities of interest and keep neighborhoods together

Preserve existing SMD boundaries when possible

Avoid splitting county election precincts, unless necessary to maintain proper deviation 
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THANK YOU!

Ashley L. White

(972) 441-4532

awhite@thompsonhorton.com


